Craniovertebral junction malformation and rotational occlusion of the vertebral artery.
An unusual case of rotational occlusion of a non-dominant vertebral artery (VA) is presented. This clinical syndrome is associated for the first time with a complex craniovertebral junction malformation. Rotational occlusion of the VA is usually asymptomatic, vertebro-basilar insufficiency has been rarely observed in cases of involvement of a dominant VA, and concomitant occlusion or hypoplasia of the contralateral artery. Diagnosis of rotational VA occlusion is based on haemodynamic demonstration of the effects of head rotation. The importance of the awareness of this syndrome is stressed.